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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The Art Unit location of your application in the USPTO has changed. To aid in 
correlating any papers for this application, all further correspondence regarding this 
application should be directed to Art Unit 2617. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on June 
15, 2006 has been entered. Claims 1-9 are pending in the present application. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-9 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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5. Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Volpano, U.S. Publication Number 2003/0120763 A1, and further in view of Vij et al., 
U.S. Patent Number 6,452,910 (hereinafter Vij). 

Regarding claim 1, Volpano teaches a bridge device for connecting a centralized 
wireless network to a plurality of other networks (see abstract, p. 2 [0032] and Fig. 1; 
shows a personal VLAN bridge 1 for connecting a centralized wireless network [i.e. 
wireless Ethernets 802.1 1a & 802.1 1g] to a plurality of other networks [i.e. VLAN 1 , 
VLAN 2]), each of said other networks having devices which can communicate with 
each other (see p. 2 [0032-0035] and Fig. 1; shows STA's 16-24 which can 
communicate with each other), said centralized wireless network comprising: an access 
point adapted to manage the centralized wireless network and to associate a wireless 
device to allow said wireless device to be a member of the centralized wireless network 
and to allow said wireless device to communicate with other members of the centralized 
wireless network (see p. 2 [0032] and Fig. 1; shows 802.1 1g port 15 [i.e. reads on an 
access point adapted to manage the centralized wireless Ethernet network]), said 
bridge device comprising a bridge module for managing a plurality of ports for 
connecting to respective other networks (see p. 2 [0032-0035] and p. 3 [0041-0042]); 
and wherein the bridge device is adapted to be associated to said access point of the 
centralized wireless network (see p. 2 [0032] and Fig. 1). 

Volpano fails to explicitly teach said bridge device comprises a link management 
module for managing associations with said access point of devices of networks 
connected to the bridge device other than the centralized wireless network. 
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However, one of ordinary skill in the art further recognizes that a bridge device 
connecting a plurality of networks is very well known in the art to include a link 
management module for managing associations of a devices of networks as taught for 
example by Vij. 

Vij teaches a bridge device for interconnecting a wireless PAN and a wireless 
LAN, wherein the bridge device includes a link management module (see col. 1, lines 
48-65, col. 3, lines 24-35, col. 5, line 48 through col. 6, line 35 and Fig. 4; shows a 
wireless bridge including a link management protocol (LMP) [i.e. the LMP reads on a 
link management module for managing associations, with an access point of a 
centralized wireless network, and devices of networks connected to the bridge device, 
since the LMP manages communications between the different networks the wireless 
bridge is connected to]). 

It would therefore have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to modify Volpano with Vij to include a link management module for 
managing associations with said access point of devices of networks connected to the 
bridge device other than the centralized wireless network, in order to manage broken 
and newly formed communication links between the different networks the wireless 
bridge is connected to and to aid in an efficient maintenance of a spanning tree 
topology. 

Regarding claim 2, Volpano in view of Vij teaches all the limitations of claim 1. 
Volpano further teaches a bridge device, further comprising means for determining a 
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spanning tree for all networks attached to the device, comprising means for enabling or 
disabling the determination of the spanning tree (see p. 3 [0042]). 

6. Claims 3-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Volpano, U.S. Publication Number 2003/0120763 A1, and Vij etal., U.S. Patent 
Number 6,452,910 (hereinafter Vij) as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of 
Baker et al., U.S. Patent Number 5,570,366 (hereinafter Baker). 

Regarding claim 3, Volpano in view of Vij teaches all the limitations of claim 1 . 
The combination of Volpano and Vij fails to explicitly teach means for updating filtering 
tables for respective connected networks, said filtering tables comprising information for 
determining whether a message on a network is to be forwarded to another network or 
not, said updating using a process by default, comprising means for enabling or 
disabling the default process. 

Baker, however, teaches a bridge-based access point comprising means for 
updating filtering tables for respective connected networks (see col. 4, line 52 through 
col. 5, line 32, col. 6, lines 35-44 and Figures 1, 2 and 8), said filtering tables comprising 
information for determining whether a message on a network is to be forwarded to 
another network or not, said updating using a process by default (see col. 4, line 52 
through col. 5, line 32 and col. 6, lines 35-44), comprising means for enabling or 
disabling the default process (see col. 5, lines 19-26 and Figures 1 , 2 and 8). 

It would therefore have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to modify Volpano and Vij with Baker to include means for updating 
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filtering tables for respective connected networks, said filtering tables comprising 
information for determining whether a message on a network is to be forwarded to 
another network or not, said updating using a process by default, comprising means for 
enabling or disabling the default process, in order to efficiently transfer filtering 
information concerning a mobile terminal from one access point to another when the 
mobile terminal moves from the network of the one access point to the network of the 
another access point as per the teachings of Baker (see col. 2, lines 44-49). 

Regarding claim 4, the combination of Volpano, Vij and Baker teaches all the 
limitations of claim 3. Baker further teaches a bridge device, wherein said default 
process is based on analysis of source address in messages detected on a respective 
network, comprising means for enabling or disabling message detection based updating 
(see col. 4, line 52 through col. 5, line 32 and col. 6, lines 35-44 and Figures 5-6 and 8). 

Regarding claim 5, the combination of Volpano, Vij and Baker teaches all the 
limitations of claim 3. Baker further teaches a bridge device, further comprising means 
for updating a filtering table for a given network based on a device discovery process 
specific to said given network (see col. 4, line 52 through col. 5, line 32 and col. 6, lines 
35-44 and Figures 2 and 8). 

Regarding claim 6, the combination of Volpano, Vij and Baker teaches all the 
limitations of claim 3. Baker further teaches a bridge device, wherein said default 
process is enabled for an Ethernet network (see col. 3, lines 57-61 and col. 5, lines 19- 
32). 
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Regarding claim 7, the combination of Volpano, Vij and Baker teaches all the 
limitations of claim 3. Baker further teaches a bridge device, wherein said default 
process is disabled for a USB network (see col. 3, lines 57-61 and col. 5, lines 19-32 
[i.e. the limitation "said default process is disabled for a USB network" is met by Baker, 
since Baker teaches the enabling and disabling of a wired network which broadly reads 
on a USB network]). 

Regarding claim 8, the combination of Volpano, Vij and Baker teaches all the 
limitations of claim 1 . Baker further teaches a bridge device, further comprising means 
for generating a message to said link management module upon a filtering table 
amendment, said means for generating a message having an enabled state and a 
disabled state for each network (see col. 4, line 52 through col. 5, line 32 and col. 6, 
lines 35-44 and Figures 2 and 8). 

Regarding claim 9, the combination of Volpano, Vij and Baker teaches all the 
limitations of claim 8. Baker further teaches a bridge device, wherein said means for 
generating a message are enabled for an Ethernet network (see col. 3, lines 57-61 and 
col. 5, lines 19-32). 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Terashita et al., U.S. Patent Number 5,602,851 discloses a multi-port bridge. 
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Rypinksi, U.S. Patent Number 5,907,544 discloses hub controller architecture 
and function for a multiple access-point wireless communication network. 

Engwer, U.S. Patent Number 6,947,483 discloses method, apparatus, and 
system for managing data compression in a wireless network. 

Shaver et al., U.S. Patent Number 6,947,736 discloses universal broadband 
home network for scalable IEEE 802.11 based wireless and wireline networking. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Anthony S. Addy whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7795. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thur 8:00am-6:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Due M. Nguyen can be reached on 571-272-7503. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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